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FROM WALT ROSTOW 
TO THE PRESIDENT 

CITE '••••• 

• 

C-O- N F IDE NT I A-L . 

•* . . • , 

ON THE FACE OF IT, SIHANOUK HEREWITH GIVES U ; S. -(REPEAT)' 

U. S. TROOPS A GREEN .LIGHT FOR OPERATIONS TO DRIVE COMMUNIST 

FORCES OUT OF UNINHABITED CAMBODIAN AREAS. WE ARE CHECKING. 

#• 

« 

(QUOTE ATTACHED FBIS 49 AND 52) 

• • 

* • i • a 

(TEXT) PHNOM PENH— PRINCE SIHANOUK SAID TODAY THAT CAMBODIAN 
TROOPS WOULD NOT. TRY TO 'STOP U. S. TROOPS FROM ENTERING .THE COUNTRY 
IN HOT PURSUIT OF VIET CONG OR NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES. HOWEVER* 
"THE HEAD OF STATE ADDED THAT HE WOULD TAKE SUCH A POSITION ONLY’ ’ 
‘•IF HE WERE CONVINCED THAT VIET CONG OR NORTH VIETNAMESE HAD 
ENTERED CAMBODIA ILLEGALLY AND WERE IN AN UNINHABITED OUTLYING 

•REGION DIFFICULT TO CONTROL. 

• • 

PRINCE SIHANOUK MADE THE STATEMENT IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE 
WASHINGTON POST, THE GIST OF WHICH WAS MADE PUBLIC BY CAMBODIAN. 
•INFORMATION SERVICES. .SIHANOUK COUPLED THIS STATEMENT WITH A 
SHARP WARNING THAT IF THERE WERE SERIOUS RAIDS OR BOMBINGS AGAINST 
FRONTIER AREAS INHABITED BY CAMBODIANS OR VIETNAMESE WHO HAD 
- been LIVING THERE A LONG TIME, CAMBODIAN TROOPS WOULD STRIKE . 
BACK AS STRONGLY AS POSSIBLE. HE ALSO WARNED’ THE UNITED STATES 
AGAINST SENDING SOUTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS INTO’ CAMBODIAN SOIL, 
MAINTAINING. THAT ONCE THEY CAME IT WOULD BECOME IMPOSSIBLE 
TO MAKE THEM LEAVE. • 

. • 

IN THE WIDE-RANGING INTERVIEW, WHICH HAS CAUSED CONSIDERABLE. 
INTEREST IN THIS CAPITAL, PRINCE SIHANOUK ADMITTED THAT SMALL. 
VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE UNITS HAD ENTERED CAMBODIA A NUMBER OF TIMES. 
HE ALSO SAID THAT WHILE HE WOULD NOT TAKE THE INTIAT1VE IN INVITING 
U. S. OFF I CALS HERE FOR TALKS, HE WOULD BE WILLING TO RECEIVE . 

A PERSONAL ENVOY FROM PRESIDENT JOHN$0N> ' 
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(TEXT) PRINCE SIHANOUK CHOSE TO MAKE HIS REMARKS AT A TIME. 

-WHEN WASHINGTON REPORTEDLY IS- SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING ALLOWING EITHER 
• U. S. OR SOUTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS TO ENTER COUNTRIES AROUND SOUTH 
VIETNAM IN'' HOT PURSUIT OF A RETREATING ENEMY. CAMBODIA HAS MAINTAINED 
THAT THERE WERE NO VIEf CONG OR NORTH VIETNAMESE BASES ON ITS 
SOIL, BUT' U. S. OFFICIALS’ HAVE INSISTED TO THE CONTRARY. 
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DURING HIS INTERVIEW TODAY, TH? PRINCE SAID THERE WERE TWO 

TYPES OF AGGRESSION, POSSIBLE. THE FIRST WOULD INVOLVE A LIMITED 

COMB'AT BETWEEN AMERICAN AND VIETNAMESE FORCES IN AN UNINHABITED, 

OUTLYING AREA. THE PRESUMPTION WO'ULp BE THAT EITHER NORTH 

iiTu-rMAMeer-liiTPT rnMR --HAT1 T.NTF.RFD CAMBODIA ILLEGALLY, 
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T HE UNITED STATES MAINTAINS THAT THEY DO* IN SUCH A CASE, HE SAID, 
‘CAMBODlIA' WOULD NOT INTERVENE MILITARILY BUT WOULD PROTEST TO BOTH . 
PARTIES INVOLVED THE SECOND TYPE OF AGGRESSION, HE^SA ID, JO ULD 
INVOLVE MILITARY .ACTION AGAINST REGIONS WHERE CAMBODIANS OR 
VIETNAMESE LIVE. PRINCE SIHANOUK SAID CAMBODIA'S RESPONSE IN 
SUCH A CASE WOULD BE PRETIY MUCH WHAT HE OUTLINED IN AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
YESTERDAY— A FULL MILITABY .COUNTERATTACK, REQUESTS FOR AID FROM 
CHINA AND THE SOVIET UNION, A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS FROM JR IENDLY_ 
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, AND A DEMAND FOR AN EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE 
UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY. ; 

TIE PRINCE WARNEO THE UNITED STATES THAT IF IT *KKt A J Q 2£r APU 

ARMY AGAINST CAMBODIAN- TERRITORY IT WOULD CAUSE AN IRREPAR ABLE BREACH 
BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND PHNOM PENH AND THAT THERE WOULD NO LONGER 
BE A MEASURED RESPONSE. SIHANOUK SAID IT WAS OUT OF THE QUESTION 
THAT CAMBODIA WOULD EVER APPEAL TO VIETNAMESE TO PROTECT ITS OWN 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. WE KNOW ONLY TOO WELL THAT IF THEY COME 
HERE IN FORCE IT WILL BECOME IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE THEM LEAVE. • 

HE ADDED: WE ARE NOT IN THE LEAST ENEMIES' OF THE AMER I C AN_GO VER N MEtfT 
AND PEOPLE. WE ARE A COUNTRY CAUGHT BETWEEN THE HAMMER AND THE 
ANVIL, A COUNTRY THAT WOULD YERY MUCH LIKE TO REMAIN THE LAST 
HAVEN OF PEACE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA a . . ' • . . % 
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■ ALTHOUGH HE ADMITTED THAT SMALL NUMBERS OF VIET CONG OR NORTH 
VIETNAMESE TROOPS HAD ENTERED CAMBODIA, THE PRINCE INSISTED THAT . • 
THEY WERE EXPELLED A FEW HOURS LATER UNDER ORDERS OF CAMBODIAN 
-'OFFICERS. HE STRONGLY DENIED CLAIMS THAT THERE WERE ANY VIET CONG 
‘ OR NORTH VIETNAMESE DIVISIONS, HEADQUARTERS, BASES, OR HOSPITALS 
: ON CAMBODIAN TERRITORY. SIHANOUK SAID THE SO -CALLED SIHANOUK 
TRAIL, COULD NOT POSSIBLY. ACCOMMODATE AUTOMOBILE TRAFFIC.. HE 
ASKED THE AMERICANS TO UNDERSTAND THAT HIS ARMY, WHICH DEFENDS 
THREE FRONTIERS WITH 34,000 MEN, COULD HARDLY DO BETTER SHUTTING 
OFF THE- VIETNAMESE BORDER THAN THE AMERICANS AND ALLIES DO WITH 

MORE THAN ONE MILLION MEN. 

* • 

ALTHOUGH PRINCE SIHANOUK EMPHASIZED THAT HE WOULD NOT INVITE 
AMERICAN OFFICIALS TO. CONFER WITH HIM, HE ADDED! IF PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON, WHO HAS NEVER ACCUSED OR THREATENED US AND WHO KNOWS 
HOW TO KEEP HIS- "SANG-FROID" DESPITE CERTAIN WARMONGER PRESSURES, 
WISHES TO SEND ME A REPRESENTATIVE ACCREDITED B y HIM 1,1 W| L ^ T _ TrT 
’ GLADLY RECEIVE HIM. THE PRINCE ALSO EXPRESSED A DESIRE F.OR STRICT 
INSPECTION OF CAMBODIAN FRONTIERS, '.PORTS, AND AIRPORTS BY * 

•THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION (ICC), MANNED gY INDIA. 
CANADA, AND POLAND. HE SAID HE HOPED THE UNITO STATES WOULD 
HELP STRENGTHEN THE ICC IN CAMBODIA, BUT HE EXPRESSED DEEP REGRET 
THAT THE SOVIET UNION AND POLAND REFUSED TO GO ALONG.* 
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FBIS 49 ' FOR ;OF FTC I AL U S ET C 

SIHANOUK P 09T. - INTERV IE«?>^M^^ * 

PARIS: AFR/IN: ENGLISH V1735" GMTy&8 DEC . 67 E'W. V : 
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(T5X TO? PHNOM PENH ^P R I NCE : \S I HA N OUK SAID T OD A Y THAT CAM BODIA N-T ROOFS 
WOULD •NOTT.TRY TO .STOP. U.S. "TROOPS FROM ENTERING THE COUNTRY IN HOT 
PURSUIT ' OF VIET CONG OR NORTH- VIETNAMESE. FORCES. HOWEVER, THE- HEAD 
OF STATE 'ADDED THAT HE~ WOULD . TAKE SUCH A POSITION ONLY IF HE WERE ': 
CONVINCED THAP VIETCONG. OR NORTH VIETNAMESE. HAD ENTERED CAMBODIA' - 
ILLEGALLY- AND WERE IN AN UNINHABITED OUTLYING REGION DIFFICULT TO 
CONTROL. .. • ■ . - ■ ' ' . ‘ \v w - - 
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PRINCE SIHANOUK MADE THE. STATEMENT IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE WASHINGTON 
POST, THE -GIST OF WHICH WAS MADE PUBLIC BY CAMBODIAN INFORMATION. SERVICES'. 
SIHANOUK COUPLED THIS STATEMENT WITH' A SHARP WARNING THAT IF THERE 
WERE SERIOUS RAIDS OR BOMBINGS AGAINST FRONTIER AREAS INHABITED BY 
CAMBODIANS OR VIETNAMESE WHO HAD BEEN LIVING THERE A LONG TIME, 

CAMBODIAN TROOPS WOULD STRIKE BACK AS STRONGLY AS POSSIBLE. 

HE ALSO WARNED THE UNITED STATES AGAINST SENDING SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
TROOPS. INTO CAMBODIAN SOIL, MAINTAINING THAT ONCE THEY CAME IT WOULD 
BECOME - , IMPOSSIBLE TO . MAKE THEM LEAVE. -****■«.■. 
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' IN THEv W IDE -RANGXNG.>.INTER VIEW, WHICH HAS . CAUSED • CONSIDERABLE 
INTEREST-VTN :THTS , CAPITAL , PRINCE. SIHANOUK ADM ITTEDQTHA.P 
VIETNAMESE - RESISTANCE-'UNITS HAD ENTERED CAMBODIA . ffT * 
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- -(TEXT) PRINCE/ SIHANOUK 
WASHINGTON' REPORTEDLY IS % 
OR S OUT H v V IET NAMESE TR 0 OP m 
IN HOT 'PURSUIT OF A : RETREff 
THERE WERE . NO VIET..; CONG.. OK 
U .S . . OFFICIALS HAVE I NS IS 
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: ER- COUNTRIES AROUND SOUTH 
iEMY.* CAMBODIA HAS MAINTAINED THAT. 

VIETNAMESE- BASES- ON ITS SOIL, . BUT- - zL : y,. 

HE CONTRARY. '' 
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. DURING- HIS INTERVIEW TiO 
OF AGGRESSION - POSSIBLE. - 
BETWEEN. AMERICAN AND VIE 
AREA. :THE- PRESUMPTION W* 


SOUTH V IET NAMESE- -VIET C 0tf6jg' W 
THE UNITED STATES MAlNTAfiNSS^ 


E; : PRINCE- said THERE WERE Two TYPES 
WOULD INVOLVE A LIMITED COMBAT 
j-jRCES IN AN UNINHABITED, OUTLYING 
HAT EITHER NORTH VIETNAMESE OR 
ENTERED CAMBODIA ILLEGALLY, AS 
THEY DO. IN SUCH A CASE, HE SAID, 
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TU1T IlNTTFll STAiKb W A 1 N i A XKOsfft'dMS* • inc.i uu» n , 

CAMBODIA WOULD NOT' INTERVENEIMLITARILY BUT WOULD PROTEST TO BOTH 
PARTIES INVOLVED.- THE SEC0NC®|PE OF AGGRESSION, HE SAID^WOULD 
INVOLVE MILITARY ACTION A REGIONS WHERE CAMBODIANS OR 
VIETNAMESE LIVE. PRINCE SIHftWfK SAID CAMBODIA'S RESPONSE IN SUCH 
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T HE OUTLINED IN AN ANNOUNCEMENT 

OTNTERATTACK, requests for aid from 

>- _ _ — . . . im. nr»«n Pi v 


A CASE WOULD. BE PRETTY 

YESTERDAY--A FULL M IL IT AR'Y^juuh . , 

CHINA AND THE SOVIET UNTON#«ALL FOR VOLUNTEERS FROM 

Uni-IMH « l ’ u iim a nnuHn fflD aM TTM5*0 


FRIENDLY COMMUNIST.. 
MEETING;:; OF ;.THE UN GEN 


, A DEMAND FOR an EMERGENCY-- 
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ARMY. -AGAINST.. CAMBODIA M 
BETWEEN -‘ WASHINGTON AN^ 

BE A' MEASURED 
THAT. CAMBODIA WOULD 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRI ... 

HERE IN FORCE IT WlLL: ,bTr ^ 
WE ARE NOT IN THE- 
PEOPLE. WE ARE" A 


i) -'STATES that: if it 

RY" ; .Tr. : W OULD,. CAUSE AN 
EN R AND T HATi-T HER E WOULD 
OUK. SAID IT 
AL TO VIETNAMESE 

.wW ‘ONLY. TOO WELL THAT IF. THEY COME _ ... , 

IMPOSSIBLE. TO: MAKE THEM LEAVE.’ : HE ADD tD s . 
^ENEMIES'. OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT; AND ./ 

: .'BETWEEN THE' HAMMER AND THE ANVIL, . . 

_ - - m . • — • . • /-• it* T » 1 I r PI! * 


;T?T HER E WOULD • N O' L ONGER, 

WAS- OUT OF THE - QUESTION i 

L MESE TO PROTECT -ITS OWN ■<: ;S: - 
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a'coUnTRY XHAT W 0ULD£VERV" iJ’/JjCH.^L.IKE. T 0 ; REMAIN THE LAST HAVEN. OF 
PEACE IN SOUTHEA'Srv.AS:®/^’ 
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